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Whereas none of the 65 chemical weapons 

production facilities declared by 12 States 
Parties are producing chemical weapons, and 
all but 4 of the facilities have been either 
verifiably destroyed or converted for peace-
ful purposes in accordance with the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention; 

Whereas, on July 11, 2007, Albania became 
the first State Party to completely elimi-
nate its entire stockpile of chemical weap-
ons, with assistance from the Nunn-Lugar 
Cooperative Threat Reduction Program; 

Whereas membership in the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons now 
stands at 183 states, encompassing 98 percent 
of the world’s population, up from 87 States 
Parties when the Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion entered into force; 

Whereas the First Special Session of the 
Conference of the States Parties to Review 
the Operation of the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention was opened on April 28, 2003, and 113 
States Parties participated in the First Re-
view Conference; and 

Whereas the Second Review Conference of 
the Chemical Weapons Convention opened on 
April 7, 2008, in The Hague, Netherlands: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms its support for the purposes, 

operations, and undertakings of the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention, which have served 
the interests of international peace and secu-
rity and the national security interests of 
the United States; 

(2) notes the progress that has been made 
by States Parties to the Chemical Weapons 
Convention toward the elimination of stock-
piles of deadly chemical weapons in pos-
sessor states, and urges continued progress 
toward that goal; 

(3) calls on all States Parties— 
(A) to continue their compliance with their 

obligations under the Chemical Weapons 
Convention to permit the monitoring and 
verification of the inactivation, and later de-
struction or conversion, of all chemical 
weapons production facilities, as well as the 
destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles; 

(B) to submit and allow verification of the 
consistency of industrial chemical declara-
tions; and 

(C) to allow the effective monitoring of the 
non-diversion of chemicals for activities pro-
hibited under the Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion; and 

(4) calls on all States Parties to adopt the 
necessary laws, regulations, and enforcement 
practices to ban chemical weapons activi-
ties, pursuant to Article VIII of the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention and United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004), and 
to afford appropriate legal and regulatory as-
sistance to other countries so as to achieve 
full implementation of the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, 11 years 
ago this month, the Senate gave its ad-
vice and consent to U.S. ratification of 
the Chemical Weapons Convention, or 
CWC. Those of us who were here then 
remember all too well how contentious 
and difficult a task that was. 

Eleven years later, I have no doubt in 
my mind that the Senate did the right 
thing. The CWC clearly serves the na-
tional security interests of the U.S. It 
continues to enhance international 
peace and security. 

Since the CWC entered into force, 183 
States have signed on to the treaty’s 
commitment to forgo poison gas for-
ever, and have subjected themselves to 
the treaty’s verification procedures. 
States Parties to the CWC have de-

stroyed over 27,000 tons of chemical 
weapons—over a third of the world’s 
declared stockpiles—and 11 destruction 
facilities around the world are working 
to destroy even more. Sixty-five chem-
ical weapons production facilities that, 
without a Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion, could have churned out still more 
poison gas are no longer carrying out 
that horrible work, and all but 4 of 
those former weapons production fa-
cilities have been verifiably destroyed 
or converted to peaceful purposes. Most 
importantly, there has been no use of 
chemical weapons by any country in 
the last 11 years, and no international 
support for the use of such weapons by 
terrorist groups. 

Under the able leadership of its Di-
rector-General, Ambassador Rogelio 
Pfirter, the Organization for the Pre-
vention of Chemical Weapons runs a 
tight ship. It works with all States 
Parties to improve national declara-
tions, to mount effective inspections, 
and to secure the adoption of effective 
national laws, regulations and proce-
dures that criminalize and guard 
against the production or stockpiling 
of chemical weapons. 

The States Parties to the Chemical 
Weapons Convention are gathering 
over the next 2 weeks in The Nether-
lands for the Convention’s Second Re-
view Conference. Senator LUGAR and I 
have introduced this resolution during 
the Review Conference in order to reaf-
firm the Senate’s commitment to the 
goals of the CWC. We are proud of the 
progress that has been made so far, and 
we call upon all States Parties to con-
tinue to meet their commitments 
under the CWC and to do all they can 
to further the noble aims of the Con-
vention. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 526—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 20 THROUGH 26, 
2008, AS ‘‘NATIONAL COMMUNITY 
HEALTH AIDE, COMMUNITY 
HEALTH PRACTITIONER, AND 
DENTAL HEALTH AIDE WEEK’’ 
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 

Mr. STEVENS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 526 

Whereas Alaska experienced one of the 
most extreme tuberculosis epidemics in re-
corded history in the 1950s; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram in Alaska was created during the 1950s, 
in response to the unique health care needs 
of remote Alaskan communities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram, which currently consists of 550 Com-
munity Health Aides and Community Health 
Practitioners and 40 Dental Health Aides, 
serves 178 isolated Alaskan communities to 
provide emergency, primary health care, and 
oral health care; 

Whereas Community Health Aides, Com-
munity Health Practitioners, and Dental 
Health Aides have proven their dedication to 
serving Alaskans and their ability to work in 
some of the most challenging and diverse 
settings in the world; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is the only program of its kind in the 
United States, and other countries have 
modeled their delivery of rural health care 
after this program; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has proven to be effective, efficient, 
and essential in improving the health of the 
inhabitants of rural Alaska; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is a patient’s first contact within the 
network of health care professionals in the 
Alaska Tribal Health Care System and is one 
of the most effective means of delivering 
health care services to Alaskan commu-
nities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram was created with a focus on tuber-
culosis, meningitis, and other infectious dis-
eases, but now successfully cares for other 
common diseases such as diabetes and heart 
disease; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram also serves the oral health needs of 
Alaskans, and is in the process of adding 
services to address the behavioral health 
needs of rural Alaska; and 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has successfully adapted over the last 
50 years to the ever-evolving health care 
landscape of Alaskan communities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates April 
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community 
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 527—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 23, 2008, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY’’ 

Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 527 

Whereas libraries are an essential part of 
our communities and our national system of 
education; 

Whereas the citizens of the United States 
benefit significantly from libraries that 
serve as an open place for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to make use of books and 
other resources that offer pathways to learn-
ing, self-discovery, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge; 

Whereas the libraries of the United States 
depend on the generous donations and sup-
port of individuals and groups to ensure that 
those who are unable to purchase books still 
have access to a wide variety of resources; 

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations 
facilitate donations of books to schools and 
libraries across the country to extend the 
joys of reading to millions of people in the 
United States and prevent used books from 
being thrown away; and 

Whereas several States and Common-
wealths that recognize the importance of li-
braries and reading have adopted resolutions 
commemorating April 23 as ‘‘Adopt A Li-
brary Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 23, 2008, as ‘‘National 

Adopt A Library Day’’; 
(2) honors organizations that help facili-

tate donations to schools and libraries; 
(3) urges all people in the United States 

who own unused books to donate those books 
to local libraries; 

(4) strongly supports children and families 
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 
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